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The truth is that we do find the account
of more than passj ng interest. Since it is
somewhat Iong for a day’s column, we are
taking the liberty of splitting it into two
sections and using it herein.

We have been saving it for use at this
time — we are on vacation this week ——
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and will write Reader F. W. Ruckman as’

S00n as possible on our return to the of-
fice and normal duties. We want to get
from him additional information on an-

other subject about which he has writt

\4..ul.h

It seems that he has had a great J':‘?"~Ol‘1.'.-‘1'

experience during his life which may also
merit telling in the columns of the Post-
Herald,
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But now to the story of a Pocahontas
County legend — a legend of bear country
which has been shown to have some basis
i fact, Though the written record is only
d tare Inenlion of a lragie event, the de-
Lavi ! ipplied are those which have been
nanded down by word of mouth among

Pocah ntae Copln.

By F. W, Ruckman
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Mrs. Ed Bobl £, who was rawsed on the
Opposite side of the Jiountais from me.
and both of us about g Crow-measured
mile from the scene of the tragedy, had
the clearest version, Her eolher was a

r »-natural born historian, as was her greats
aunt, Mary Cackley.
/ i) The name of the family, they ranem- ]
' bered, was Naylor. The young pioncer ‘!
- had builf a little cabin on a rolling bench
(T ¢4 n a low gap in the mountain. He had
o~ cleared a field angd was plowing it in the
, spring with a homemade bull-tongue plow.
¢ Mrs. Naylor was “feelin’ poorly,™ sp
the father, wishing to be helpful, took the
child along to the field. e day was
warm. and sunny, The child was left in a
s comiortable snot where the father could
et S€e it as he passed by while at work.
All was peacefyl until the horrified
father saw a large bear carrying the

.,-;;T_';zcz'c-amjn_g child into the forest.
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and have been in possession of
the Ruckman clan ever since. He
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perpetuate.”
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